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The Circuit Rider Published February 6, 2013

Weekly Update for the Mississippi Conference of The United Methodist Church

Greetings! 
Welcome to your connection for up-to-the minute news and information from the Mississippi 
Conference. Featured in this newsletter are the latest announcements, dates to remember, celebration 
stories from across the conference and current employment opportunities. Our hope is for The Circuit 
Rider to become a tool for building the connection across the conference, strengthening our districts 
and local congregations as we go forth to make disciples of Jesus Christ for the transformation of the 
world. Please e-mail your news and information for us to share with others around the conference to 
news@mississippi-umc.org.

Attention: 
2012 Conference Journal, Vol. 1 Now Available on Web Site 
Go to 
http://msumc.s3.amazonaws.com/2D2B5B9FCF6E4D5D88C2DD02BC67A8D5_2011_MississippiConference_UMC_Journal-Vol1.pdf  
to view or download.

Luke 9:28-36
New International Version (NIV)

The Transfiguration
28 About eight days after Jesus said this, he took 
Peter, John and James with him and went up onto a 
mountain to pray. 29 As he was praying, the appear-
ance of his face changed, and his clothes became as bright as a flash of lightning. 30 Two men, Moses and Elijah, appeared 
in glorious splendor, talking with Jesus. 31 They spoke about his departure, [a] which he was about to bring to fulfillment at 
Jerusalem. 32 Peter and his companions were very sleepy, but when they became fully awake, they saw his glory and the two 
men standing with him. 33 As the men were leaving Jesus, Peter said to him, “Master, it is good for us to be here. Let us put 
up three shelters—one for you, one for Moses and one for Elijah.” (He did not know what he was saying.)
 
34 While he was speaking, a cloud appeared and covered them, and they were afraid as they entered the cloud. 35 A voice 
came from the cloud, saying, “This is my Son, whom I have chosen; listen to him.” 36 When the voice had spoken, they found 
that Jesus was alone. The disciples kept this to themselves and did not tell anyone at that time what they had seen.
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And the Next Stop Is...
Mark your calendars to attend events where Bishop 
James E.  Swanson, Sr. will be visiting in the upcoming 
days.  

• February 10 -11, 2013 (Sunday and Monday)
Bishop Swanson will be the keynote speaker at the 
Preaching/Teaching Conference at First United 
Methodist Church in Tupelo, Mississippi.  On Sun-
day the first service of the day will begin at 8:45 a.m. and the last service of the day will begin at 7:00 p.m. On Monday the 
first service will commence at noon and the last service will commence at 6:00 p.m.

New Phrasing Seeks 
to Boost Connectionalism
By Jasmine Haynes

The 2012 Book of Discipline added the phrase ‘chief 
missional strategist’ to the duties of district superin-
tendents in the United Methodist Church. According 
to Bishop James E. Swanson, Sr., Resident Bishop of the Mississippi Area, the new, more explicit phrasing should help district 
superintendents realize that they have the essential assignment of crafting the vision for mission and ministry for congregations 
and pastors in their districts.

Paragraph 419.1 of the Book of Discipline states that, “the church expects as 
part of the superintendent ministry that the superintendent will be the chief 
missional strategist of the district and be committed to living out the values 
of the church including a mandate of inclusiveness, modeling, teaching, and 
promoting generous Christian giving, cooperating to develop Christian unity, 
and ecumenical, multicultural, multiracial, and cooperative ministries; and 
working with persons across the Church to develop programs of ministry and 
mission that extend the witness of Christ into the world.”

Bishop Swanson hopes that the added phrasing will give local congregations 
a better understanding of the role of superintendents as well. Traditionally, 
local churches view the district superintendents’ main duty as deciding who 
is going to give pastoral leadership for their church. “We are trying to help 
people understand that the superintendent also has the responsibility to de-
termine whether or not a congregation is truly serving communities in a way 
that best reflects who we are as the children of God,” said Bishop Swanson.

Senatobia District Superintendent, Rev. Andrew Ray stated that he feels the phrasing will encourage accountability for both the 
district superintendents and the local churches. “Too often we have been consumed with the problems in the church and we have 
not really looked at the positive ways in which we can help churches and pastors grow the kingdom,” said Rev. Ray.  

The Mississippi United Methodist Conference is made up of 11 geographical districts that vary in population density, socio-eco-
nomic neighborhoods, age, race and work force. Bishop Swanson expressed that the type of ministry that works in a metro area 
like Jackson may not work in rural districts. “Then you begin to understand this is why the district superintendent has to be the 
chief mission strategist because each area is so uniquely different,” said Bishop Swanson.

Although ‘chief missional strategist’ is an added phrase to the role of district superintendents Bishop Swanson said that he wants 
to see both the district superintendents and the local churches take ownership of how the entire district lives out ministry. “This 
way we can maximize our connectionalism together and the superintendent can broker that in a way that would be beneficial,” 
said Swanson.

Bishop Swanson reads from “The Book of 
Discipline.”
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Conference Hosts Annual Legislative Breakfast
By Tamica Smith-Jeuitt

Keeping with a tradition that began in the late 1950s, The Mississippi Annual 
Conference of the United Methodist Church hosted the annual Legislative 
Breakfast on Tuesday, February 5 at Galloway Memorial United Methodist 
Church in Jackson.   Approximately 30 people were present to hear three area 
bishops address members of the Mississippi legislature. Bishop of the Missis-
sippi Area of The United Methodist Church, James E. Swanson, Sr. was joined 
by Bishop Duncan Gray III of the Episcopal Church and Bishop Joseph Nunzio 

Latino of the Roman 
Catholic Church.

The Legislative Breakfast 
has been a long time oppor-
tunity for Mississippi’s lead-
ers in faith to show support 
and appreciation for civil 
servants’ ministry in the public arena and their respective faith communities. 

Bishop Swanson, a first-time participant since his appointment to Mississippi 
in September 2012, said the occasion was about “building relationships” and 
serving communities. Pictures from the Legislative Breakfast can be viewed on 
the facebook page The Mississippi United Methodist Conference.

Mississippi BMCR Membership Drive
By Tamica Smith-Jeuitt   

The Mississippi unit of the Black Methodist for Church  Renewal is reestablishing its place in the Magnolia State. Approximately 
30 clergy and lay were present for the BMCR membership drive gathering at Aldersgate United Methodist Church in Jackson on 
January 26. Since then, BMCR associates are spreading the message ‘join now.’

“I think we’re off to a good start but now we need to make sure our momentum moves forward as we invite others to come to the 
table,” said Rev. Fitzgerald Lovett, co-chair of the Mississippi BMCR. According to Lovett, 
there are roughly 347 United Methodist churches in Mississippi with predominately Afri-
can American congregations that can benefit from the mission of BMCR.  

BMCR represents and is dedicated to more than 2,400 Black United Methodist congrega-
tions and approximately 500,000 African American members across the United States.

The caucus is vital because of its keen concern for the future of African Americans in 
the denomination; its ability to advocate for the interests and inclusivity of Blacks in the 
general church structures; and its determination to raise up spiritual leaders who will be 
advocates for the unique needs of Black people in The United Methodist Church.

Lovett said some of the concerns in Mississippi are leadership development, support for 
female clergy, Rust College, Gammon Seminary and the Center for Ministry.  

“We are in the process of establishing covenant groups where pastors can come together in an environment where they receive 
support but also receive information about these matters and other United Methodist Church procedures,” he said.

The cost for an individual to join BMCR is $20. For membership and additional information contact Rev. Fitzgerald Lovett at 
revlovett@hotmail.com.

Start Now on Disaster Preparedness
By Jasmine Haynes and Tamica Smith-Jeuitt    

Damaging winds swept through northeast Mississippi in late January and caused one United Methodist church to set its disaster 
preparedness plan in motion. St. Paul United Methodist Church experienced winds so severe that some areas of the roof could no 

(Left to right) Bishop Duncan M. Gray III 
of the Episcopal Church, Bishop James E. 
Swanson, Sr. of the MS United Methodist 
Church and Bishop Joseph Nunzio Latino of 
the Roman Catholic Church.

Bishops and clergy pray over members of the 
Mississippi Legislature.



Page 4

longer prevent water from entering the building. The ceiling and insulation 
fell into the sanctuary. Fortunately, St. Paul UMC has been able to continue 
carrying out ministry and conducting service in the Christian Life Center, but 
Rev. Gloria McKinney, pastor of St. Paul shared that things could have been 
much worse.

Rev. McKinney was pastoring a church in Picayune, Mississippi when Hur-
ricane Katrina devastated the Gulf Coast in 2005. Going through Hurricane 
Katrina prepared Rev. McKinney for future strong weather. “I don’t do any-
thing without consulting my district superintendent,” said Rev. McKinney. “I 
follow protocol and be patient.”

According to Mississippi Conference Disaster Response Coordinator, Rev. 
Wayne Napier, Rev. McKinney has the right idea. “You have to have a plan,” 
said Rev. Napier. “Usually, you don’t have time to make a plan if you face im-
minent impact; you need to already have it.”

Rev. Napier adds that a preparedness plan for churches should include a contact list with names and 
numbers of the county’s emergency management agency director and the district disaster response 
coordinator. The plan should also identify a designated evacuation location and determine a safe place to 
store irreplaceable items and important documents.  

The United Methodist Committee on Relief (UMCOR) suggests the following tips for churches to pre-
pare for disaster:

1. Be ready to care for the church family. This includes adopting a plan for staying in contact even when 
communication lines are down.

2. Be a mission station. Every church can do something to help.

3. Be ready to stay connected to your neighbors. Create a plan to make sure all homebound parishioners 
are accounted for and can obtain any necessary special assistance.

Collection Drive for Disaster Relief   

The next step following a disaster is often the cleanup process and in many cases the United Methodist Church responds with 
cleaning supplies. All year long, the church works to make sure necessary cleaning supplies are available for those who need it.

For this reason, the Mississippi Conference Emergency Response Team is inviting churches, groups and individuals to participate 
in cleaning kit (flood bucket) drive. During the months of February and March people are encouraged to collect recommended 
relief items. A current list can be found at this website http://www.umcor.org/UMCOR/Relief-Supplies. Designated collection 
points will be announced later. The supplies will be delivered to Sager Brown Depot in Baldwin, Louisiana during the second 
week of April. The Sager Brown Depot is the headquarters for United Methodist Committee on Relief (UMCOR) relief-supply 
operations.

People should be aware that the cleaning kit content has changed and no longer requires bleach in the kit. This omission is im-
portant as bleach is considered a hazardous chemical and complicates transportation.

Participants will need to collect $2 per kit for transportation costs in addition to the $1.50 required for UMCOR. These trans-
portation fees need to be in checks made out to MS Conference Disaster Preparedness and to UMCOR Sager Brown respectively.   
Do not put money into the kit.  

“I encourage clusters to build cleaning kits together. Connectional participation makes us better stewards of our resources 
through volume buying, and we build friendships as we build kits,” said Wayne Napier, Mississippi Conference Disaster Response 
Coordinator.  

For more information call 228-216-2560 or email wbnapier@live.com. 

Wind and water damage at St. Paul UMC.

Rev. Wayne Napier, 
Mississippi  

Conference Disaster 
Response  

Coordinator



Register Now for ‘Calling All  
Men’ Gathering at Camp  
Lake Stephens 
The United Methodist Men of Mississippi are finalizing 
details for a spectacular evening for men and boys with 
a heart for service.

Planning is underway for the first gathering of “Calling All Men - Man Up for Je-
sus” on Friday, February 15 at Camp Lake Stephens in Oxford. Those planning 
to attend need to register now on the Mississippi Annual Conference website 
or follow this link http://www.mississippi-umc.org/registrations/register/30. 
Men will be arriving at 5:00 p.m. Dinner will be served at 6:00 p.m. and Bishop 
Swanson will speak around 7:00 p.m.  

This is a free fellowship that includes dinner. The purpose for the gathering is to 
re-energize the United Methodist Men of Mississippi and recruit new members 
to the group, and give men an opportunity to identify and use their talents to 
benefit God’s Kingdom.  

The Mississippi United Methodist Men will announce later dates for two more gatherings of “Calling All Men - Man Up for Je-
sus.” For more information, contact Donald Beard at 601-354-0515.

Anderson UMC Celebrates Pastor’s 10th Anniversary
Anderson United Methodist Church is pleased to be in preparation for the grand celebration of Rev. Joe May, who will celebrate 
his 10th year as Senior Pastor. The congregation was blessed with his appointment in July 2002 and will honor and celebrate his 
exemplary leadership.

The celebration on Friday, March 1, begins with a worship service at 6:30 p.m. in Anderson’s Sanctuary. Bishop James E. Swan-
son, Sr. is the guest speaker. Immediately following the worship service, there will be a Caribbean style reception in Anderson’s 
“Upper Room” featuring fine cuisine from Executive Chef Godfrey Morgan.

Anderson United Methodist Church is located at 6205 Hanging Moss Road, Jackson, MS 39206.

Your presence will help make this event a huge success! For more information call 601-982-3997.

MS UM Leaders Planning Youth Event at Lake Junaluska, June 15 - 19
Rev. Eddie Willis, of the Ole Miss Wesley Foundation, is encouraging Mississippi youth groups to par-
ticipate in a new event called M28 Camp at Lake Junaluska.  Willis stated, “Jack Ewing and the market-
ing team have given me a gift of planning a retreat and using Junaluska’s facilities this summer.  I’ve 
helped with many retreats over the years at the Lake Junaluska and feel that it’s a great place for hosting 
an event.” He also added that youth ministers and pastors have shared with him their wish for training 
youth in discipleship in a Wesleyan manner. “Starting each worship session with 30 - 40 minutes of wor-
ship music, a speaker, and free time in the North Carolina Mountains is a great recipe for learning and 
growing in their faith,” said Willis.    

Rev. Patrick Quinn, teaching pastor at Frazer UMC in Montgomery, AL, will be the retreat’s keynote 
speaker.  Not only will Quinn be discussing his calling, but he will talk about discipleship, which is vital 
in today’s world. New Albany First UMC Youth Minister, Kristen Shrickel will be leading morning group 
bible studies each day of the event. 

Since this retreat is separate from Lake Junaluska Youth Programming, but considered a ‘partner event,’ participants should send 
registrations to M28 Camps, P.O. Box 1290, University, MS 38677.

Sign up for early bird registration by February 28 and pay $315 per participant.

Youth groups may find more information at www.m28camps.com.  

Page 5

Kristen Shrickel 



Lay Servant Training Classes Planned
Lay Servant Training Classes, sponsored by the Desoto County Cluster will be held, February 23, 2013, at Hernando UMC. Call 
the Senatobia District office at 662-562-5865, for more information, or visit the website www.senumc.net.  

Starkville First UMC to Host Lay Rally
It’s that time of the year again! Starkville First UMC will have their lay rally on February 21 from 6:00 - 8:00 p.m.  

They will also be celebrating the very first graduation of students of the District Certified Lay Academy. Their theme is from Co-
lossians 2:6-7.  Tickets are available for purchase from the district office for $15 each.  

Register now for “The Whole Woman”  2013 Spiritual Formation Retreat
“The Whole Woman” 2013 Spiritual Formation Retreat will be held on March 8-10, 2013 (Friday at 3:00 p.m. through Sunday 
noon). The retreat will be held at the Gray Center in Canton, Mississippi. Limited rooms are available.

To register go to http://thewholewoman-eorgf.eventbrite.com. The deadline to register online is midnight Friday, February 8.  

“The Whole Woman” 2013 Spiritual Formation Retreat  addresses the mind, body, and spirit of the woman. This holistic ap-
proach to ministry invites women to examine who they are in terms of the total person. Health and wellness is more than not 
having an illness. Health and wellness includes how one thinks, feels, and relates to God.

Special guests are Rev. Sherry Johnson and Rev. Mattie Gipson. Johnson is the Spiritual Director and Associate Director for the 
Center for Ministry in Jackson. Gipson is the Superintendent of the Greenwood District of the Mississippi Annual Conference of 
the United Methodist Church.  

This event is co-sponsored by the Walden Chapel UMC (Goodman) and the St. Paul UMC (Moss Point).  

Church Celebrating 100 Years
First United Methodist Church in Aberdeen recently celebrated 100 years in their current sanctuary and 175 years of Methodism 
in Aberdeen.  There will be a formal celebration on March 3, 2013 beginning at 10:00 a.m.   

Present and past members of First UMC in Aberdeen are invited to attend. Please call the church office at 662-369-8135 to make 
a reservation for the meal following the 11:00 a.m. services.

Announcements
Church Wants to Donate Chairs

St. Matthews UMC has about 60 padded chairs they are willing to donate to another Methodist church or organization.  These 
chairs are covered with red fabric and have a light gray frame with a hymnal pocket in the back.   

The chairs will interlock with each other to create a connected row.  If you are interested in seeing these chairs, please contact 
Matthew Hall at 601-856-9581 or e-mail to matt@stm-umc.org.

Cares & Concerns
Rev. Dr. H. Wayne Webster, Brookhaven District 
Superintendent, was admitted to King’s Daughters 
Medical Center in Brookhaven on February 3, 2013 for 
a wound that will not heal.  Please be in prayer for Dr. 
Webster, his family and doctors as they work to get his 
wound healed.

Mrs. Nelda Bailey, widow of Rev. J. Leo Bailey, (Elder in the North Mississippi Conference) and mother of Rev. Jamie Bailey of 
the Scooba - Binnsville Charge was recently admitted to Anderson Regional Medical Center for treatment of a potentially serious 
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intestinal issue.  Mrs. Bailey is also recovering from a stroke suffered in December. Please keep the Bailey family in your thoughts 
and prayers.

Mrs. Georgie Bain, mother-in-law for Rev. David Upshaw (Nancy) passed away over the Christmas holidays. Condolences go out 
to the Upshaw family during their time of bereavement. Please keep them in your thoughts and prayers.

Methodist Tested Recipes
Duck (or Chicken) with  
Wine and Tomatoes 
1  duck or chicken (6 to 8 breasts)
2  tbsp. butter
2 tbsp. onion, chopped
1 c. red or white dry wine
1 c. tomato sauce
1 tsp. sugar
Salt and pepper
Dash of cinnamon
Parsley, chopped
   
Clean and sear duck and cut into 6 to 8 pieces (if using chicken use six breasts). Brown with the butter and onions. Add 
wine and cover. Cook for 20 minutes. Add tomato sauce, diluted with a cup of water. Add sugar, salt, pepper and cinna-
mon. Simmer until duck or chicken is tender. Thicken sauce with a teaspoon of cornstarch diluted in a little water. Remove 
from fire. Sprinkle with parsley. Serve over rice or cooked pasta.

 – By Leigh Dennery Cox in “Goodness from Galloway” published by Galloway Memorial UMC in Jackson

Employment Opportunities
• Director of Music Ministries   First United Methodist Church, West Point, MS, is seeking a Director of Music to lead our active 
and growing music ministries. The successful applicant will have knowledge of and experience in leading music in a variety of 
styles and settings including the adult choir (Chancel Choir), hand bell choir, children’s choir (Joyful Jammin’), and the senior 
choir (Singspirations).

First United Methodist Church, West Point, is an active church with two Sunday morning services of worship (8:45 and 10:55), 
both primarily traditional in style and having an excellent reputation of an active and varied music ministry.

Summary of Responsibilities: 

• Rehearse and direct adult Chancel Choir, children’s choir, bell choir, and senior member choir. 
• Provide leadership in both morning services and other special services throughout the year. 
• Coordinate and lead music for seasonal services such as Lent, Easter, Advent, Christmas, revival, etc. 
• Supervise and coordinate with organist, pianist and other accompanists. 
• Oversee music budget. • Be an active part of the church staff. 
• Work with the pastor and worship committee for worship planning. 
• Maintain daily office hours (M-F) as determined.

For more information including a complete job description to send resume, contact: Rev. Jeff Shannon, First United Methodist 
Church, P.O. Box 293, West Point, MS 39773.

• Strategic Communications Director   The General Commission on Religion and Race of The United Methodist Church is seek-
ing qualified candidates to fill the following position: Strategic Communications Director The person in this position will report 
directly to the General Secretary and will work in partnership with GCORR leadership to develop and implement a strategic 
communications plan for the organization. This person will also work in part- nership with GCORR staff, board members, 
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volunteers and members of the United Methodist Church throughout the country to carry out the mission of GCORR through 
focused communications efforts, including social media partnerships, blog writing, trainings, materials development and dis-
semination, webinars, and traditional media work.

More information about the this opening can be found at this link
http://www.gcorr.org/wp-content/uploads/StrategicCommunicationsDirectorPositionDescription_revised.pdf

• Director of Annual Conference Relationships   The General Board of Discipleship (GBOD) is seeking your assistance in find-
ing the right person for our vacancy of Director, Annual Conference Relationships. The deadline for receiving appli- cations is 
February 28, 2013.

For more information about this opening follow this link:
http://www.gbod.org/site/apps/nlnet/content2.aspx?c=nhLRJ2PMKsG&b=5612257&ct=12741275&notoc=1

Persons wishing to apply should send their cover letter, resume, completed GBOD application and appendix questions to re-
cruit@gbod.org or via fax at 615-340-7565 by the above listed deadline. If anyone wishes to make inquiries or if we can be of any 
assistance you may call 615-340-7107 or 615-340-7108.

The General Board of Discipleship is an Equal Opportunity and Affirmative Action Employer M/F/D/V EOE.

• Receptionist And Media Library Secretary   The Mississippi Conference of The United Methodist Church seeks to fill this full-
time position. Applicants should possess excellent phone and organizational skills, excellent computer skills with proficiency in 
Microsoft Office, excellent interpersonal skills and basic knowledge of The United Methodist Church. Prior receptionist/customer 
service experience is required. The position will report to Connectional Ministries Office Coordina- tor and the Director of Com-
munications and Connectional Ministries. Submit resume and cover letter by February 15 to the MS Annual Conference Office 
of Communications and Connectional Ministries ATTN: Office Coordinator 320-C Briarwood Drive, Jackson, MS 39206 or you 
may fax 601-948-5982.

• Children ‘s Ministry Director-Crossgates UMC   Crossgates United Methodist Church is seeking a full time person with a heart 
for ministry and children. The successful candidate will be responsible for cultivating and encouraging the spiritual growth of 
children from birth through sixth grade. It is preferable that the Children’s Ministry Director will possess a col-

lege degree in ministry, education or music and have previous experience in ministry, education and/or music.

The Children’s Ministry Director should exhibit organizational skills as well as the spiritual gifts of hospitality, service, adminis-
tration and encouragement. The Director/Pastor shall exhibit worship leadership skills along with the ability to recruit, coordi-
nate and lead volunteers.

This member of our ministry team will have full responsibility for children’s programming including Sunday School, week- day 
programs, summer ministry, attraction events and outreach to children and families in our community.

Primary area of emphasis include: 

• Recruiting and training volunteers 
• Planning and faith foundation of children 
• Developing relationships with children and their families 
• Planning regular attraction events to reach new families 
• Seeking ways to serve children and families in our community

Interested applicants should send resumes to vnicholson@crossgatesumc.org.

Submit to The Circuit Rider by Noon Each Monday
The Conference communication team looks forward to getting your stories and events for the 
next issue of The Circuit Rider, but the details are needed no later than noon each Monday the 
day before distribution on Wednesday.

There’s no guarantee that items received after the noon cut off will make the following Circuit 
Rider, so share your happenings soon. Send to: news@mississippi-umc.org.

Thanks in advance for helping tell the Mississippi United Methodist story!
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Follow the Conference on Facebook at  
https://www.facebook.com/pages/The-Mississippi-United-Methodist-Conference/436491529732524 and on Twitter at 
https://twitter.com/Mississippi_UMC.

Stay Connected with ConnecTText

Mississippi United Methodists with the ability to receive text messaging via phone are encouraged to sign up for ConnecTText.  
The service is another option for people to stay informed about important dates and other Conference happenings. 

To sign up for ConnecTText:
1. Remember, you must have the ability to get text messages on your phone.
2. From your mobile phone, text the letters UMC to the number 601-721-4468 and press send.
3. Wait a few seconds for a confirmation text and you’re connected!
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